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EASTER MESSAGE 2009 
DID JESUS KNOW HOW IT WOULD TURN OUT? 

 
A Transcript of the Easter Message of the Rt. Rev. David Giuliano, Moderator  

Let me begin with the question, Did Jesus 
know how it would all turn out? I remember 
the first time I heard that question, it was a 
bit shocking to me. Reverend John Buttars 
asked it during a sermon on Palm Sunday 
at Harcourt United Church in Guelph, On-
tario. He wondered aloud whether Jesus 
knew—beyond finding the donkey in the 
right place and that he needed to go into 
Jerusalem on it—how the week would un-
fold. Did he know about the cross? Was he 
confident about the resurrection when it 
came? 
 
It was a bit of a shocking question to me, 
because like many of you I grew up with 
the idea that Jesus knew how everything 
would work out. And that we as his follow-
ers trusted his knowledge and followed 
along. But John said for him, it was really 
important that he imagined that Jesus also 
had to respond to God’s call, risking and 
trusting that it would lead where he needed 
to go in God without all the answers. As we 
approach Easter this year and Palm Sun-
day in particular, I’ve been thinking about 
that and the ways in which we as individu-
als and as a church have been called to 
follow Jesus, not quite knowing where it will 
lead. 
 
I think about General Council 39 when we 
agreed to become an intercultural church. I 
think about the ways in which we are con-
tinuing to work together to build right rela-
tions and walk in a good way with First Na-
tions people. I think about the ways in 

which we are trying to practice a more radi-
cal hospitality as a church community, wel-
coming people into our churches through 
the Emerging Spirit program and Wonder-
Cafe and Living The Welcome workshops. 
And of course, many individual congrega-
tions are taking new risks as they develop 
relationships with our global partners and 
social ministries here in Canada. 
 
We don’t know, always, how these things 
will work out. We move forward with Jesus, 
trusting in the journey and in our relation-
ship with him, imagining that it will serve 
God in some good way and trusting that 
God will be with us. There are dangers and 
risks involved. But as the conclusion of our 
creed says, “God is with us, We are not 
alone, Thanks be to God.” We trust that 
God goes forward with us into these un-
known places. 
 
Well, friends, I wish for you a time of deep-
ening relationship in the heart of God over 
this season of Lent and Palm Sunday, the 
week of passion, the moment of pain and 
loss at the cross, and the resurrection on 
Easter morning, so that you and I can rise 
up together with the sunshine on that 
morning crying out, “Christ is risen, Christ 
is risen indeed. Hallelujah.” 
 
This is reprinted as an inspiration to us and our 
friends at St. Matthews as we begin to journey 
together into the future. The video can be found 
on the United Church website www.united-
church.ca 
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 THE STORY OF ANOTHER ST.  
ANDREW’S 

 
In February, I visited my cousin 
who has moved to a small English 
village in Dorset, England called 
Yetminster. It has a population of 
about 1700 people. 
 
The village itself is of the Anglo-
Saxon/Roman period of English 
history as is the lovely little village 
church, called St. Andrew’s. I at-
tended service at the church, which 

is filled with history and marveled that it 
had survived so long in this village and 

that it is still the centre of village life. 
 
There is some history that a church existed 
on this site at least from Norman times (the 
base of the font dates form that period) and 
perhaps before. After the Norman con-
quest, many monasteries and cathedrals 
received gifts of land which could include a 
church and the tithes connected with the 
church. Yetminster was a gift to Sarum Ca-
thedral—the Bishop there was Osmunde de 
Seaz, the founder of Old Sarum and the 
nephew of William the Conqueror.  
 
At the end of the 13th century the church in 
Yetminster was rebuilt and consecrated in 
1326. The chancel stele in the present day 
church dates from that period.  
 
There is the question of why a small village 

church has the designation of a 
“minster”. This word is derived 
from an Old English from the 
Latin “monasterium”. Monaster-
ies or minsters were missionary 
centres in what was then a pa-
gan country. The head minster 
was the seat of the Bishop and 
became a cathedral. The ordi-
nary minister was a large impor-
tant church, not served by 
monks, but by priests who were 
trained to go out and preach at 
standing crosses in a neighbour-
hood. So Yetminster’s St. An-
drew’s was obviously one such 
mission. 
 

On the one wall is a brass monument to 

John Horsey who died in 1531. 
This survived the Civil War as it has words 
such as “Jesu mercy” and “our Lady helpe” 
which gave offence to Puritans—so it dem-
onstrates that local Protestants were not 
fanatic. 
 
 In addition, Henry VIII  commanded that all 
church bells be disposed of but the one on 
this church, cast in 1400, remains as does 
the second bell, cast in 1595. (Puritans ob-

jected to bell ringing because they consid-
ered it “popish” and enjoyable—thus it 
should never be done on a Sunday!!) 
 
Another memorial, to Bridgett Minterne, 
who died in July 1649 is an ornate wall 
plaque (see below on the left). 
 
This church has survived the Middle Ages, 
the pillorying of the churches and monaster-
ies during the Reformation and the English 
Civil War and all the difficult times since 
then. It was restored in 1854 with a second 
phase completed in 1904 and the church is 
about to undertake new developments. The 
village still uses it, and the new church hall, 
as the centre for village activities. For us, at 
St. Andrew’s  Halifax, undergoing a journey 
to decide our future, and wondering as a 
community if we can survive, we need to 
look at this other St. Andrew’s for our an-
swer  - which should be an obvious and 
emphatic “YES”.      
 

Diana Dalton 
 

 
“ Hatred paralyzes 
life; love releases it. 
Hatred confuses life, 
love harmonizes it. 
Hatred darkens life; 
love illuminates it.” 
 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

St. Andrew’s, Yetminster,  
Dorset, England 

The Brass Monument to John Horsey and his wife 
Elizabeth dated 1531 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Sunday, April 5th— Palm Sunday, St. Andrew’s , 10:30 am 
Monday, April 6th—All Saint’s Cathedral , Tower Road, 7:30 am 
Tuesday, April 7th—St. Mary’s Basilica , Spring Garden Road, 7:30 am 
Wednesday, April 8th—St. Matthew’s United , Barrington Street, 7:30 am 
Thursday, April 9th—St. Andrew’s United , Robie & Coburg, 7:30 am 
Thursday, April 9th—Maundy Thursday, St. Andrew’s (with St. John’s) informal 
and family friendly, 7 pm 
Good Friday, April 10th —First Baptist Church , Oxford Street, combined service 
for St. Andrew’s, St. Matthew’s, St. John’s, St David’s Presbyterian and First Bap-
tist, 10:30 am 
Holy Saturday, April 11th—Easter Vigil, All Saint’s Cathedral , Tower Road, 8 pm 
Easter Sunday, April 12th —Easter Service with Communion, St. Andrew’s, 
10:30 am  

IMPORTANT EVENTS AT ST. ANDREW’S 
 
Thursday, April 9 : Youth Vigil (Third Annual) at St. Andrew’s which starts following the Maundy 
Thursday service (8 pm) and finishing after the Goo d Friday service taking place at First Baptist. 
This is always lots of fun. Call Martha Martin if y ou are interested in participating. 
 
Saturday, April 18th - Joint Congregational Meeting between St. Andrew’s  and St. Matthew’s (to be 
held at St. A’s). Guest speaker is Rt. Rev. Dr. Pet er Short, our former Moderator.  Stay tuned to the 
Bulletin and Web Site for time and place. 
 
Wednesday, April 22, 7:30 pm : Spring Concert by the St. Andrew’s Choir. This wi ll feature secular 
works and special presentations by individual choir  members. 

NOTICES 
 
The next baptisms will take place on May 
10th. If you wish to have your child baptized, 
contact Martha Martin at marthamar-
tin@eastlink.ca or 440-2687. 
 
The Special envelope for the Easter Offering 
should be used in addition to your regular 
envelope. The special Easter Offering goes to 
the Mission and Service Fund. 
 
Remember that you can donate through your 
church envelope to charities such as Bruns-
wick Street Mission,  Pheonix House, etc. 
Don’t forget St. Andrew’s own Benevolent 
Fund, administered here and used to help 
those who call us. You can also give to pro-
grams in our church such as Christian Devel-
opment or the Choir. Just mark the charity 
and the amount in the “Other” box on your 
envelope.  

NOTES FROM HALIFAX  PRESBYTERY 
 

Pam Brown, one of representatives to Halifax Pres-
bytery, reported to Council on the recent meeting o f 
that body. 
 
· Camp Kidston: the Camp is in dire need of fund-

raising and volunteers. Those who have been 
running this program are getting older and need 
new people to get involved. It was suggested that 
the churches in the Presbytery sponsor children 
from their own congregations. 

· It was reported that funds from Mission and Ser-
vice will be reduced for Maritime Conference and 
Presbyterys in the next year. 

· Good News. After running for election, our very 
own Russ Daye, was elected by Presbytery to be 
the clergy representative to the General Council 
to be held in August of this year in Kelowna , BC. 
Congratulations Russ. We know you will repre-
sent us well. 
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On Saturday, March 28th, St. Andrew’s had a 
“Wedding Party”. Actually it was a party to get us 
all together for some food, entertainment and fel-
lowship. And to celebrate after a long, cold winter. 
And it was a great party. 
 
Pot Luck suppers at St. Andrew’s have to be the 
best food in town!! The variety of hot and cold 
dishes was amazing and the dessert table added 
thousands of calories to everyone’s diet!!  
 
During the meal, we had Vivian Layton and Hes-
ter Miller play the piano – both did a wonderful 
job. The university students did a skit led by the 
MC’s for the evening, -  Heather Anderson and 
Ande MacDougall-Clumpus. Two of our youth, 
Samantha Williamson and Gillian MacLean 
played lovely piano solos. Meagan Adams, 
daughter of our new Council Chair, sang 
“Memories” from the musical Cats, and her beau-
tiful voice was rewarded by hearty hand clapping. 
Ron Dempsey shared a few “ real laughs” experi-
enced by clergy he knew. 
 
As Saturday was a celebration of earth hour, dur-
ing “lights out”, a “camp fire” was built with can-
dles and the children gathered around to sing and 
play games led by Alana Martin. Russ Daye led 
the children on a “Lion’s Hunt”, which proved to 
us all that he deserved the “most enthusiastic 
child” prize!!  
 
Martha Martin sang a solo of “What a Wonderful 
World” and then she and Hugh Williamson dug 
out their guitars and sang “The Times They Are A 
Changin” – a Bob Dylan song which seems even 

more relevant today 
than when he first 
sang it forty years 
ago! Ben William-
son, one of our choir 
members, did a 
great song and then 
Elvira Welch sang a 
ditty she composed 
about St. Andrews – 
it was funny and well 

received. It is, by re-
quest, reprinted on 
the next page for all 
to see. 
 
To all those who 
helped make it hap-
pen we say a real 
thanks. Most promi-
nent amongst these 
are Betty Anderson, 
organizer extraordinaire and dubbed “St. Betty” 
by Russ because she is an amazing “get things 
done” person.  Thanks also to Marilyn Corkum, 
who did the fabulous decorations and helped on 
the organizing committee. (Pictured above with 
Brother John). Also thanks to Bill Chaddock, Mi-
chelle Fraser, Martha Martin, Kevin Parks, Tricia 
MacLeod who also helped in organizing the eve-
ning. Ruth Cordes also helped with the set up of 
the room. We would be remiss if we did not thank 
St. Andrew’s new “bar maids” – Kathy Swenson 
and Gail Matthews, who set up the drinks area 
and served throughout the evening!! As usual we 
have to say a million thanks to the UCW mem-
bers who helped during the evening in the 
kitchen.  
 

Everyone had a rousing good time except one 
little guy  who was able to sleep through all the 
noise. He must have felt really comfortable in that 
crowd!! 
 
     AMEN 

St. Betty of St. Andrew’s 



AN ‘ACOUSTIC’ TRIBUTE TO ST. ANDREW’S 
 

By  ELVIRA GONNELLA 
 

St. Andrew’s Church is my  favourite venue 
Right after breakfast, it’s next on my menu 
Sunday would be just another dull day 
If the excitement were taken away. 
 
 Perched bolt upright on our uncushioned pews, must 
 Look in the bulletin hopeful for news. Russ 
 Strides in ahead of the appointed hour, 
 Looking for strangers, who tim’rously cower. 
 
“Where are you from? Why, - - it’s old Tom - - 
From  Cape Breton too!” 
He greets all with glee , “welcome here, 
Have some tea— as soon as my sermon’s through”. 
 
 Kevin is seated aloft in the console, 
 Choir at ready except for that one soul 
 Sent to make sure the sound system is sound 
 (TESTING 1234) 
 
Hymns at the ready, another  we don’t know 
Where does he find them? I hope that he’ll play s l o w 
Choir seems quite confident, that’s no surprise 
They’ve had all week, it’s  not new to their  eyes. 
 
 Here’s the sermon. 
 Russ is burnin’ 
 No one dares to doze. 
 Collection  plates empty 
 You’d best put in plenty. 
 Just see that it overflows! 
 
Martha’s pragmatic and full of ideas 
Tells the kids tales of great heroes’ careers 
All with computerized pictures unique 
Gee— what a wiz, it’s the thrill of my week! 
 
 Now I’m beginning to feel rather sleepy, 
 Toddlers are noisy and one of them’s weepy…. 
 Dreaming of coffee and chat with my friend … 
 Gosh, do those pastoral prayers never end? 
 
Now the mike fails 
Russ’s voice wails, 
“We can’t hear a thing!” 
Those squeaks SUPERSONIC 
Please, -  no electronic!! 
 
Oh why doesn’t Russ —- just SING!! 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL 
 
The Council recently elected at our Annual 
meeting met for the first time in March. 
 
The new Chair of Council is Russ Adams. 
Russ has been coming to St Andrew’s for a 
few years now and has involved himself in 
our community in many ways. In his real 
life he is the Vice President of Corporate 
Services for the Property Valuation Service 
Corporation, a private corporation owned 
by Nova Scotia’s 55 municipalities. As 
Chair, Russ brings enthusiasm, knowledge 
of good governance, and dedication. We 
wish him well. 
 
The new Vice-Chair is Roy Hayward. Roy, 
along with his wife Alma, has been leading 
the adult discussion groups such as Living 
The Questions. 
 
Other new faces on Council are: Frank 
Sommerville as Chair, Board of Trus-
tees;Tricia MacLeod, Chair, Christian De-
velopment; Betty Anderson, Chair Pastoral 
Care; Ross MacLaren, Communications 
and Carol Young, Member at Large. 
 
They are still looking for a Secretary to 
Council and a Youth Member. Any volun-
teers? 
 
At the meeting Council received an update 
from Brien Fraser, Chair, Site Renewal 
Committee. As those of you who attended 
our Annual Meeting know, the development 
of the hall has been put on a “slow” track 
due to the economic downturn. However 
the Committee is still considering other 
matters which can be done. One is to con-
sider heat plant options and other building 
improvements.  
 
There was some discussion regarding fol-
low-up to last year’s “Crossing the River” in 
order to continue the momentum that it 
generated. 
 
A decision was made to repair the east wall 
of the church which is leaking badly. This 
work will begin in mid-May. 
 
Council appointed Doug Brown to be St. 
Andrew’s representative for Brunswick 
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Street Mission. Council also considered succession 
planning for the position of Church Administrator as 
Joan MacKenzie, our present administrator, will be 
retiring in October of this year. 
 
The next meeting will be April 16th. Council meetings 
are open to anyone in the congregation. 
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REPORT SITE RENEWAL 
 
It’s been two years since the completion of our jubilee 
year and the formation of the various task groups 
asked to consider some of the challenges facing St. 
Andrew’s. Our task group focuses on site renewal.  
 
Our mandate: 
 

- find out the experience of other urban 
churches in physically renewing their buildings 
and space 

- consider the outputs of re-missioning and face 
of the church task groups 

- gather information on possible partners in re-
developing our site 

- present findings and recommendations to 
council 

It has been a long process, longer than we antici-
pated; but I am confident that this is a situation where 
it’s better to be the tortoise than the hare! This confi-
dence comes from working with such a knowledge-
able and capable team on site renewal. 

They are: Cory Bell, Vice President Operations, Lind-
say Enterprises; Eric Burchill, Director of Planning & 
Development, Waterfront Development Corp.; Carole 
Cooley, formerly a manager at Southwest Properties; 
Wayne Maclean former President of the Shaw Group; 
and Rev. Russ Daye. We also have received wise 
counsel form John Young, Hugh Smith and Robbie 
Shaw. 
 
So where are we? 
 
We learned a lot from other churches’ experiences in 
Toronto, Montreal and Halifax.  We approached a 
number of possible partners that we might consider 
working with on  redevelopment of our site. These           
included the IWK, Dalhousie, Phoenix Youth, other 
churches, and the development sector. 
 
As most know, we opted for an exclusive conversa-
tion with Westwood Developments. After a lengthy 

period of time we finally got a proposal from West-
wood, which was short on detail and short on benefits 
to Saint Andrew’s. Our team subsequently met with 
the developer and had a healthy discussion.  In late 
November Westwood found it challenging to be de-
finitive on financial terms, given the uncertainty of the 
cost of credit to them. Our team decided we needed 
more information before we went to council with any 
go forward recommendation. 
 
The upshot was that the site renewal team wanted to 
do some more homework: 
 
1. The task group is now working on financial analy-
ses of various scenarios. While we are still talking 
with Westwood, we are also open to considering 
other options including development of a day care 
within the existing church hall. 
 
2. We are also consulting with current user groups of 
our existing building (approximately 30) to get a firmer 
grasp of minimum space requirements. (in any new 
development, the more space the church requires, 
the less financial benefit. So we want to be pretty 
sure we have our space requirements accurate.) 
 
3. We are also encouraging the exploration of various 
means to heat the existing or any new construction. 
 
4. Saint Mary’s University business consulting group 
is open to taking on a study of how best to maximize 
revenues within the existing building (both hall and 
sanctuary). We will be meeting with them to deter-
mine their terms of reference. no cost to the church 
for this study. 
 
There are two very significant factors now at play in 
this entire process. 
 
First, the global economy. You can guess as well as 
any as to the timing on when it will improve.  Suffice 
to say that in this market our negotiating position with 
any developer is not maximized. 
 
Second, our discussions with St. Matthew’s. If they 
prove fruitful, then building/site considerations will 
come to the forefront. That being said, our work and 
reports to that point will hopefully be useful in the dis-
cussions on which site a merged congregation will be 
based. 
 
The site renewal team is hoping to present our finan-
cial analyses and results of users’ survey to council at 
their March meeting. 
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In closing I would like to express my deepest appre-
ciation to the members of the site renewal team.  
Each of them  has contributed so much in terms  of 
knowledge, time, and concern for  St. Andrew’s.  
Their work will help us, when the time is right, to 
make the correct decisions. 
 
     BRIEN FRASER 
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ST ANDREW’S BOOK CLUB 

 
The next meeting of the Book 
Club will be on Monday, May 
11th. We will be discussing An 
Audience of Chairs by Joan 
Clark. Clark is a Nova Scotian 

now living in Newfoundland, who has written several 
highly praised books. This book examines the life of a 
woman who suffers a nervous breakdown after which 
her life falls apart. However through perserverance 
and the support of family and friends she makes a life 
for herself. Sometime humourous, sometimes sad the 
story is told from her point of view and gives us a truly 
meaningful picture of what it is like to live with mental 
illness.  
 
We will meet at the home of Diana Dalton at 7 pm. 
You can email ddawayca@yahoo.ca for the address. 
If you need a ride please advise. Come and join us. It 
is always an interesting evening. 

 
TAIZE SERVICES 

 
 
St. John’s United hold Taize services the first Sunday 
of every month at 7 pm. Since their move they have 
been holding these services at St. Andrew’s.  
 
Taize is a form of worship -music and meditation– 
from the Taize Community in Burgundy, France. It is 
an international ecumenical movement meant to en-
hance reconciliation between the fractured Christian 
world. 
 
The music is relaxing and very beautiful and the 
whole service is a meditation. 
 
If you are interested in this type of worship take ad-
vantage of it on the first Sunday of the month. 

ON LETTING EASTER IN 
 
 

When all the world turns into love 
when birds get spastic in the trees 
when buds hurry into blossoms 
and grass starts wearing green,  
I always know when Easter wants to come again. 
 
 
But deeper yet and richer still, 
when Christ is imprisoned in us 
and She asks us to roll away the stone 
that keeps Him in 
then Easter wants to come again. 
 
 
So let it come! 
It’s awfully late for not  rising 
And resurrection is the wildest news 
That’s ever touched this crazy, mixed-up world. 
It says, YES! 
When everything else says, NO! 
It says UP! 
When everything else says, DOWN! 
It says, LIVE! 
When everything else says, DIE! 
 
 
Yes, Easter really wants to come. 
So don’t you see that stone has got to go? 
that stone of fear, of selfishness and pride, 
of greed and blindness 
and all the other things we use 
to keep our Christ in the tomb. 
 
 
So here’s to rolling stones away 
to give our Christ-Self the chance It needs 
to come alive  again in us. 
to rise and touch a troubled, lonely world. 
Some call it resurrection . 
It’s wild with wonder, it’s beautiful and real. 
Intent on throwing life around -  abundant  life! 
It touches and it heals! 
 
Yes, Easter you can come! 
I’ll roll the stone away and set you free. 
 
(from Seasons of Your Heart  by Marina Wied-
erkhr) 
 
Contributed by the Rev. Dale Chisholm 
 


